
 
CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE - CITY OF WILDWOOD   

Chairperson – David Fountaine – Voting Member 
Vice Chairperson – Derrel Strickland – Voting Member 

Andre Nacaxe – Voting Member 
Robin Caruthers – Voting Member 
Keith Pearlman – Voting Member 

Commissioner Joe Elliott – Ex-officio Member 
Ryan Harrison Jr. – Student Liaison – Non-voting Member 

Trinidy Harris – Student Liaison – Non-voting Member 
 

Agenda 
 

November 18, 2024 6:00 PM 
City Hall Conference Room 124 

100 N Main Street  

Persons with disabilities or language barriers needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Department, ADA Coordinator, at 352‐330‐1330, Ext. 103, 
forty‐eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting. 

F.S.S. 286.0105 ‐ If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Commission with respect to 
any matter considered at this meeting, they will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such 
purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. The City of Wildwood DOES 
NOT provide this verbatim record. 

  

1. Call to Order 

2. Proper Noticing 

3. Roll Call 

4. Determination of a Quorum 

5. Comments from the General Public 

6. Presentations 
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 A. FLORIDA LEAGUE OF CITIES PRESENTATION BY LYNN TIPTON      
7. Action Items 

 A. MINUTES FOR APPROVAL: OCTOBER 14, 2024 CHARTER REVIEW 
COMMITTEE MEETING      

8. Discussion Items 

 A. GENERAL DISCUSSION OF CITY CHARTER REVISIONS      

 B. DETERMINATION OF NEXT MEETING DATE      
9. Adjournment 

 
 
 

November 18, 2024 6:00 PM 
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Lynn Tipton
Director
FLC UniversityOctober 16, 2024

City of Wildwood: 
City Charter Review with the Committee 
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Municipal Charters in Florida

All charters are unique; haven’t found any two identical

411 cities, towns and villages – all have a charter

Goal for today: discuss charter review roles, 
municipal characteristics in Florida, and 
compare Wildwood using data collected
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Charters

§ Like a Constitution – broad framework

§ Explains the vision, mission and structure of the municipality

§ Explains how the representatives will be elected; chain of command and 
fiscal authority

§ Details are by ordinance (law) and policies

§ Short: 8 to 10 pages in length 

§ Wildwood’s is currently 20
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§ Some are created by charter with specific appointment terms

§ Some are created by ordinance, or at the request of a city council; varies widely across 
Florida’s municipalities

§ This Committee created by Resolution

§ Committee is usually tasked with a time-specific review, assisted by counsel, and to bring back 
any recommendations to the council

§ The council may choose to place items directly on the ballot based upon recommendations of 
the counsel and committee

§ The role of citizens in this process is crucial: representation of the public; ability to weigh 
issues and to understand the charter’s importance as the city’s governing foundation

Charter Review Committees
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Typical

Common Charter Elements

Preamble

Boundaries

Legislative Body

Form of Government

Charter Officers (positions defined)

Fiscal and Fiduciary Authorities and Responsibilities

Amendment Process
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Comparable Charter Characteristics: Legislative

§ Size of Council or Commission: five (5) members is most common; some 
seven (7) and some (6) where mayor is non-voting

§ Length of term: two- and four- year terms are fairly evenly spread across 
411; smaller percentage use three-year term

§ Type of election per council seat: at-large; single-member district (SMD); 
elected seat with at-large voting; true at-large; some councils are mix of 
at-large and SMD

§ Selection of mayor: 3 options: elected at large; elected from within the 
council; rotational
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Forms of Municipal Government in Florida

Council-weak mayor: original form brought over from England; council shares all 
powers; about 85 Florida cities with populations less than 25,000

Council-strong mayor: an elected executive implements council actions and 
administers the city; about 40 Florida cities in all populations

Council-Manager or Commission-Manager: professional manager appointed by 
mayor & council to administer city, prepare agenda and recommend actions to 
council, and present a budget each year; about 280 Florida cities of all populations

Hybrid: elements of the above
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Typical

Charter Offices and Departments

Some cities seek to establish a 
department by including it in 
the charter so that any changes 
would require referendum

The other way to establish 
departments is by resolution or 
ordinance

Examples can include utilities, 
police and fire, or a specific 
service unique to that 
municipality

Charter positions most often 
include attorney, clerk and 
manager (if that form of 
government)
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§ Using populations from 27,161 to 39,097: With Wildwood there are 11 comparisons

§ Geography: All are interior; none coastal.  0 rural; 0 urban; 9 suburban

§  9 are Council-Manager or Commission-Manager; 0 is Council-Strong Mayor; 0 
Commission;  0 is Council-Weak Mayor; 0 Hybrid

§ Number of elected seats: 7 with 5; 1 with 6, 1 with 7

Should also compare scope of services if any charter elements are compared more 
deeply

Wildwood Comparisons:
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City of Wildwood: Chart of Comparisons

Key to Abbreviations:
C-M is Council-Manager

Municipality (County)
Population 
2023

Form of 
Gov't

Seats/Counci
l

Palm Springs (Palm Beach) 27,167 C-M 5
Temple Terrace 
(Hillsborough) 27,327 C-M 5
West Melbourne (Brevard) 29,739 C-M 7
Casselberry (Seminole) 30,061 C-M 5
Wildwood (Sumter) 30,327 C-M 5
Leesburg (Lake) 30,378 C-M 5
Cooper City (Broward) 34,878 C-M 5
Haines City (Polk) 35,285 C-M 5
Winter Springs (Seminole) 39,097 C-M 6
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Best Practices in Charter Reviews

§ Appointing representative citizens

§ Holding several public forums for discussion (especially if referendum is 
scheduled)

§ Use of website for agenda, minutes of meetings, display of current and 
proposed language – can help engage citizens

§ If referendum is scheduled, develop “FAQ” for website

§ Consider partnering with other civic organizations to help with forums, 
public discussions – reach out and include these groups
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§ Charter powers/authority granted to more than one entity

§ Confusing language in elections section – usually in qualifications 

§ Writing too much: less is better

More Best Practices: Charter Review Committees
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Charter Trends in Florida

Form of government: trend since 1950s toward 
the council-manager and commission-manager 
form of government (including new incorporations)

Charter review time periods: 10- to 15-year periods are widely seen
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§ From the 2021 ninth edition of the Model City Charter: 

§ Is the charter reflective of the city’s current population?

§ Is the council representative of the population, both resident and business?

§ Does the charter address responsible professionalism, and do it adequately?

§ Has the city provided opportunities for citizen participation in the process?

§ Is the city engaged in civic education about the charter (web site, for example)?

Charter Review: Questions to Consider
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Resources

§ The Model City Charter- National Civic League

§ www.ncl.org – use their questions, not language

§ Charters in FL: www.municode.com/library select FL and view list of 
codified city charters

§ FLC Research: Municipal Research tab on FLC website for Peer City 
information
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Questions and 
Discussion
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Thank you for 
including the Florida 
League of Cities in 
your process!
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City of Wildwood 
Charter Review Committee Meeting 

Summary Minutes 
October 14, 2024 

 
 

 
1 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting of the Charter Review Committee for the City of Wildwood convened on 
Monday, October 14, 2024, at 6:00 PM in Conference Room 124 of City Hall, 100 North 
Main Street, Wildwood, Florida. 
 
Cassandra Smith called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM, October 14, 2024. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Charter Review Committee Voting Members Present: 
David Fountaine 
Andre Nacaxe 
Robin Caruthers 
Pastor Derrel Strickland 
Keith Pearlman 
 
Charter Review Committee Non-Voting Members Present: 
Commissioner Joe Elliott (Ex-officio) 
 
City Representatives Present: 
Cassandra Smith – Assistant City Manager/CFO 
Joshua Bills – City Attorney 
Madison Guinn – Executive Assistant 
 

1) Opening: 

a. Proper Noticing:  Cassandra Smith confirmed there was proper noticing 
for the meeting. 

b. Quorum:  Cassandra Smith stated that a quorum was present. 

c. Opening Comments from Assistant City Manager/CFO: Cassandra 
Smith extended her thanks for the Committee Members’ time and for 
being a part of the Charter review process. She explained the importance 
of the review process, as well as examples of topics the members may 
come across during the process. Cassandra Smith stated that she is 
available to any of the committee members if they ever have any 
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City of Wildwood 
Charter Review Committee Meeting 

Summary Minutes 
October 14, 2024 

 
 

 
2 

 

questions or need information. Cassandra Smith also introduced Madison 
Guinn, Executive Assistant, and Joshua Bills, the City Attorney, as 
sources of information if the Committee members should need assistance. 
She stated that Staff has dedicated a webpage specific to the Committee 
on the City’s website. She concluded by thanking all of the members 
again. 

2) Comments from the General Public: There were no members of the public 
present for the meeting. 

3) Committee Member Introductions: Each committee member introduced 
themselves, spoke about their backgrounds and/or careers, and explained how 
they came to be Wildwood residents. Joshua Bills and Commissioner Joe Elliott 
followed with their introductions, and Commissioner Elliott expressed his 
gratitude for the committee members’ participation and explained his role as an 
intermediary between the Commission and the Charter Review Committee. He 
also noted that there are two non-voting members who are high school students 
who could not be present at tonight’s meeting.  

4) Presentations: 

a. Sunshine Law and Public Records Overview by City Attorney: Joshua 
Bills explained the laws regarding public records and public meetings. He 
stated the requirements of Sunshine Law and used this meeting as an 
example of the appropriate steps to take. He then explained conduct 
outside of committee meetings, such as conversations and written 
communication. Pastor Derrel Strickland raised a question about proper 
advertisement of the first meeting to ensure that everything said was in 
adherence to Sunshine Law. Joshua Bills confirmed that it was and gave 
the example of two committee members meeting for lunch and discussing 
matters related to the City Charter as something that would not be in 
adherence to Sunshine Law. Committee members expressed wanting to 
have a Wildwood email address set up for them in order to keep city 
matters entirely separate. Madison Guinn advised that she will work with 
the City I.T. Department to facilitate that.  

5) Discussion Items: 
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City of Wildwood 
Charter Review Committee Meeting 

Summary Minutes 
October 14, 2024 

 
 

 
3 

 

a. Overview of Charter Revision Information: Cassandra Smith went over 
each of the items in the agenda packet that was passed out to each 
committee member, and explained how each item can be useful in the 
review of the charter. Commissioner Joe Elliott mentioned that the 
Commission may want the Committee to review certain aspects of the 
Charter, but the Committee may also find other areas of the Charter in 
need of revision as well. 

An open discussion proceeded so that Committee members may ask for 
any clarification on the review process. 

6) Action Items: 

a. Appointment of Chairperson:  Pastor Derrel Strickland made a motion 
to nominate David Fountaine as Chairperson. Keith Pearlman to second 
that motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

b. Appointment of Vice Chairperson:  Robin Caruthers made a motion to 
nominate Pastor Derrel Strickland as Vice Chairperson. Keith Pearlman to 
second that motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

c. Establishment of Second Meeting Date:  Committee members 
discussed how often they would like to meet. The Committee discussed 
meeting monthly or as needed going forward. The date and time of the 
meeting was then considered. Members agreed that Monday was the 
preferred day of the week to meet and that 6 PM was the optimal time for 
future meetings. It was suggested to meet next in November and then pick 
back up in January after the holidays for the third meeting. November 18th 
was determined to be an appropriate date for all members to meet during 
November.  

7) Adjournment: Andre Nacaxe made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Keith 
Pearlman to second that motion. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting 
adjourned at 6:45 PM. 

 

_________________________   ______________________________ 
Date       CRC Chairperson 
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PART I – CHARTER 

ARTICLE I. – ESTABLISHMENT OF MUNICIPALITY 

The City of Wildwood’s municipal government existing under the name of the City of Wildwood was 
created by Chapter 9950 of the Special Acts of Florida of 1923 as amended and as re-created by Chapter 
57-1950 of the Special Acts of Florida of 1957 as amended. 

The municipal government existing under these acts was abolished by referendum on December 2, 
2003, under Ordinance No. 411. Said referendum established the municipality to be called the “City of 
Wildwood”, in the County of Sumter, State of Florida, and created, organized, and established the City 
as a municipal body politic and corporate in perpetuity, under the name of “THE CITY OF WILDWOOD”.  
Additional changes occurred under Ordinance No. 02010-15, approved at referendum on December 7, 
2010.   

No lawful debts, obligations, or contracts of the said City of Wildwood as created by Chapter 57-1950 of 
the Special Acts of Florida of 1957 as amended or abolished by referendum on December 2, 2003, under 
Ordinance No. 411, as amended, were impaired or voided; but such debts and obligations passed to and 
were binding upon the municipality which was organized and created thereby. 

Section 1-1. – Purpose. 

We, the people of the City of Wildwood, Florida, desiring to avail ourselves of the right to 
establish a home rule charter form of government so, in accordance with the Constitution and the Laws 
of the State of Florida, ordain and establish this Charter and form of government for the City of 
Wildwood, Florida. 

Section 1-2. – Body corporate and politic. 

 The inhabitants of the City of Wildwood, Florida, as its boundaries are established pursuant to 
Article I, Section 8, shall be and continue to be a body politic and corporate to be known and designated 
as “THE CITY OF WILDWOOD, FLORIDA”, and as such shall have perpetual succession. 

Section 1-3. – Rights and liabilities in succession. 

 The City of Wildwood created and organized under this Charter shall succeed to, own and 
possess all property, real, personal or mixed, all uncollected taxes, dues, claims, judgements, decrees 
and choses in action, heretofore owned, possessed or held by the City of Wildwood under its former 
organization and shall have, exercise, and enjoy all the rights, immunities, powers, benefits, privileges, 
and franchises which are now possessed or held by it. 

Section 1-4. – Obligations unimpaired. 

 No lawful debts, obligations, or contracts of the said City of Wildwood as created by Chapter 57-
1950 of the Special Acts of Florida or 1957 as amended, and by the Charter adopted on December 2, 
2003, as amended, shall be impaired or voided by this Charter; but such debts and obligations shall pass 
to and be binding upon the municipality which is hereby organized and created. 

Section 1-5. – Validity of prior assessments unimpaired. 
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 Nothing in this Charter shall be construed to impair the validity of any assessment of taxes by 
the City of Wildwood prior to the passage of the same or any tax sale made pursuant to any such prior 
assessment. 

Section 1-6. – Assessments, etc., validated. 

 All tax sales and general and special assessments heretofore made by said City are hereby 
ratified and confirmed and declared to be legal and valid. 

Section 1-7. – Authority continues to levy taxes and ad valorem taxes. 

 Neither the provisions of this Charter, nor the taking effect of the same shall in any way affect, 
alter, or impair the authority of the City of Wildwood to continue to levy in the same manner and to the 
same extent as it would be able to do were it not for the enactment of this Charter. 

Section 1-8. – Corporate limits. 

 The corporate boundaries of the City of Wildwood shall be established by ordinance and shall 
remain fixed as existing on the date this Charter takes effect. The City of Wildwood shall have the power 
to change its boundaries in the manner prescribed by law. 

Section 1-9. – Citing. 

 This Charter shall hereafter be referred to as the “Charter of the City of Wildwood”, a municipal 
corporation of Florida. 

Section 1-10. – Definitions. 

1. Whenever the word “Charter” is used, it shall mean this “act.” 

2. Whenever in this act the word “City” is used, it shall be construed to mean the City of 
Wildwood, if the context shall permit such construction. 

3. Whenever the term “state law” is used, it shall mean the constitution, statutes, or other 
general laws of the State of Florida. 

4. Whenever publication or notice is required in any newspaper, it shall mean a newspaper 
published in the county, or one of general circulation in the county. 

5. Whenever the term “Manager” is used, it shall mean “City Manager.” 

ARTICLE II. – GENERAL MUNICIPAL POWERS 

Section 2-1. – Territorial jurisdiction. 

 The jurisdiction and powers of the City shall extend over all streets, alleys, sewers, parks, and all 
lands within said area, whether platted or unplatted and the air above same; and to and over all waters, 
waterways, streams, drainage ditches, and canals; and to and over all persons, firms and corporations, 
property and property rights, occupations, businesses and professions, whatsoever within its 
boundaries. 
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 The title to and jurisdiction over all streets, thoroughfares, parks, alleys, public lots, sewers 
within the City, and all other property and municipal plants of the City now owned, possessed, or 
operated by the City and all property of every kind and character which the City now has or may 
hereafter acquire within or outside the City or which may vest in it or be dedicated to it, for its use for 
the public use shall be vested in the City as created under this Charter.  

Section 2-2. – Seal. 

 The official seal of the City shall bear the legend “City of Wildwood, Sumter County, Florida” 
(SEAL), “originally established May 16, 1889 and subsequently reestablished in 1973 or as amended by 
the City Commission of the City of Wildwood”. 

Section 2-3. – Powers, rights, and liabilities. 

 The City shall have, and may exercise, all government, corporate, proprietary, police, and other 
powers allowed by law without limitation to enable it to conduct municipal government, perform 
municipal function, and render municipal services. These powers shall include, but not be limited to, any 
powers provided for under state law at the time of enactment of this amendment to the City of 
Wildwood Charter. The City may exercise any power for municipal purposes except as expressly 
prohibited by law. 

Section 2-4. – Construction. 

 The powers of the City shall be construed liberally in favor of the City, limited only by the 
constitution, general and special law, and specific limitations in this Charter. 

ARTICLE III. – CITY COMMISSION ADMINISTRATION 

Section 3-1. – Form of government. 

 The form of government of the City, provided for under this Charter, shall be that known as the 
“Commissioner-Manager” form. 

Section 3-2. – Composition of City Commission. 

 There shall be a City Commission (hereinafter described as “Commission”) with the legislative 
powers of the City vested therein, except as otherwise provided herein. The City Commission shall 
consist of a Mayor-Commissioner and four (4) members (hereinafter described as “Commission 
Members”) whose term of office shall be four (4) years and who shall be elected by the City electors at 
large. The seats on the City Commission shall be identified as seats one through five. There shall be no  
term limits imposed upon any Commission Member  and each Commission Member shall be eligible for 
reelection at the end of their respective term. 

Section 3-3. – Powers of the City Commission. 

1. Generally.  The City Commission shall have the legislative powers of the City, including the 
power to pass ordinances, adopt resolutions, and appoint such officers, boards, and commissions by 
resolution as is provided in this Charter and to exercise all other powers provided for by this Charter and 
federal, state, and local law. 
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2. Exceptions.  All powers of the City, except as otherwise provided by this Charter or by state 
law, are hereby vested in the City Commission; and except as otherwise provided by this Charter or by 
state law, the City Commission may by ordinance or resolution prescribe the manner in which any 
powers of the City shall be exercised. 

Section 3-4. – Functions and power of the Mayor-Commissioner. 

 The Mayor-Commissioner shall preside at meetings of the City Commission, shall retain all rights 
and privileges provided for members of the City Commission in this Charter, shall be recognized as head 
of City government for all ceremonial purposes, by the governor for purposes of military law, for service 
of process, execution of contracts, deeds, bonds, revenue certificates, negotiable instruments, evidence 
of indebtedness, or other instruments in writing to which the City shall be a party when authorized so to 
do by the City Commission, and as the City official designated to represent the City in all agreements 
with other governmental entities or certifications to other governmental entities. The Mayor-
Commissioner shall have no other administrative duties except as required to carry out the 
responsibilities herein. 

 The Mayor-Commissioner shall have the right to vote upon all questions and matters before the 
City Commission, but there shall be no veto power vested in the Mayor-Commissioner. He or she shall 
vote last upon the roll call of City Commissioners. 

Section 3-5. – Selection and duties of Mayor-Commissioner pro tem. 

 At the first regular meeting following each regular municipal election, at which meeting newly 
elected City Commissioners assume their duties of office, the five (5) City Commissioners shall select one 
of their number, exclusive of the Mayor-Commissioner, to act as Mayor-Commissioner pro tem. The 
Mayor-Commissioner pro tem, when selected by a majority vote of the City Commissioners voting, shall 
have all the powers and duties of the Mayor-Commissioner in the absence of the Mayor-Commissioner 
or his or her inability to act, whether by reason of his or her death, resignation, impeachment, sickness, 
mental or physical, or for any other reason and the City Clerk shall certify as to the absence from the 
City of the Mayor-Commissioner or his or her inability to act, upon demand, when the Mayor-
Commissioner is absent from the City or unable to act. 

Section 3-6. – Compensation and expenses. 

 The City Commission may determine the annual salary of Commission Members by ordinance. 
However, no ordinance increasing such salary shall become effective until the date of commencement 
of the term of Commission Members elected at the next General Election. Each Commission Member 
shall be entitled to reimbursement for allowable expenses in accordance with City ordinances. 

Section 3-7. – Vacancies; forfeiture of office; suspension; recall; filling of vacancies. 

1. Vacancies.  A vacancy in the office of the Mayor-Commissioner or of a City Commission seat 
shall occur upon any of the following: upon the death of the incumbent; removal from office as 
authorized by law; resignation; appointment to other public office which creates dual office holding; 
judicially determined incompetence; or forfeiture of office as herein described. 

2. Forfeiture of office.  The City Commission shall have the power and authority to impeach or 
remove the Mayor-Commissioner or any member of the City Commission after due notice to said 
member and an opportunity to be heard in his or her defense. The Mayor-Commissioner or any other 
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Commission Member shall forfeit his or her office upon determination by the City Commission, acting as 
a body, that he or she: 

a. Lacks at any time, or fails to maintain during his or her term of office, any 
qualification for the office prescribed by this Charter or otherwise required by law; 

b. Is convicted of a felony, or enters a plea of guilty or nolo contender to a crime 
punishable as a felony, even if adjudication of guilt has been withheld; 

c. Is convicted of a first degree misdemeanor arising directly out of his or her official 
conduct or duties or enters a plea of guilty or nolo contender thereto, even if adjudication of 
guilt has been withheld; 

d. Is found to have committed a crime of moral turpitude or has violated any standard 
of conduct or code of ethics established by law for public officials and has been suspended from 
office by the Governor, unless subsequently reinstated as provided by law; 

e. Is absent from three consecutive regular City Commission  meetings without being 
excused by the City Commission; 

f. Has demonstrated or shown incompetence, corruption, misconduct, malfeasance 
while in office; or 

g. For any other good and sufficient causes. 

3. Suspension from office.  The Mayor-Commissioner or any other Commission Member shall 
be suspended from office by the City Commission acting as a body upon return of an indictment or 
issuance of any information charging the Commission Member or Mayor-Commissioner with any crime 
which is punishable as a felony or with any crime arising out of his or her official conduct or duties which 
is punishable as a misdemeanor. Pursuant thereto: 

a. During the period of suspension, the Mayor-Commissioner or the Commission 
Member shall not perform any official act, duty, or function or receive any allowance, 
emolument, or privilege of office. 

b. If the Mayor-Commissioner or the Commission Member is subsequently found not 
guilty of the charge, or if the charge is otherwise dismissed or altered so that suspension would 
no longer required as provided herein, the suspension shall be lifted by the City Commission, 
and the Commission Member or Mayor-Commissioner shall be entitled to receive full back 
allowances and such other emoluments as he or she would have been entitled to had the 
suspension not occurred. 

4. Recall.  The qualified voters of the City shall have the power to recall and to remove from 
office any elected official of the City as provided by state law. 

5. Filling of vacancies. 

a. If, for any reason other than recall, a vacancy occurs in the office of Mayor-
Commissioner, the Mayor-Commissioner pro tem shall assume the position of Mayor-
Commissioner. A Special Election shall be called as outlined in Section 5-5(3)(a) of Article IV 
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within thirty (30) days following the occurrence of such vacancy. The Special Election for Mayor-
Commissioner shall be for the remainder of the unfilled term. 

b. If, for any reason other than recall, a vacancy occurs in the office of any City 
Commission seat within the first two (2) years of a term, the office shall be filled by appointment 
within thirty (30) days following the occurrence of such vacancy by a majority vote of the 
remaining Commission Members. Such appointments shall last until the next regularly 
scheduled election, at which time the seat shall be declared open and an election held for the 
remaining two (2) years of the original term, thereby continuing the original staggering of 
district seats. 

c. If, for any reason other than recall, a vacancy occurs in the office of any City 
Commission seat within the last two (2) years of a term, the office shall be filled by appointment 
within thirty (30) days following the occurrence of such vacancy by a majority vote of the 
remaining Commission Members. Such appointments shall last until the next regularly 
scheduled election, at which time the seat shall be declared open and an election held for the 
regular four-year term. 

d. If a vacancy occurs as a result of a Recall Petition, such vacancy will be filled by 
Special Election. 

e. Any person appointed to fill a vacant seat on the City Commission is required to 
meet all the qualifications for office. 

Section 3-8. – Conduct of meetings. 

1. Rules.  The City Commission shall conduct its meetings in accordance with Roberts Rules of 
Order. The City Commission may adopt its own rules and procedures from time to time by resolution or 
ordinance. 

2. Disruptive, disorderly persons; contempt.  The City Commission shall have the power to 
expel any member of the audience who is disorderly while the City Commission is in session. 

Section 3-9. – Regular meetings. 

 On the second Monday in January, at 7:00p.m., the City Commission shall meet at the usual 
place of holding meetings, at which time the newly elected City Commissioners shall take office. 
Thereafter, the City Commission shall meet regularly at least once in every month at such times and 
places as the City Commission may prescribe by rule or resolution. 

 The meetings of the City Commission shall be open to the public, and any citizen shall have 
access to the minutes and records thereof at all reasonable times and under the supervision of the City 
Clerk of his or her designee. 

Section 3-10. – Manner of calling special meetings. 

 Special meetings may be held on the call of the Mayor-Commissioner, Mayor-Commissioner pro 
tem, a majority of Commission Members, or the Manager upon proper notice to each Commission 
Member which may be served personally, transmitted by electronic mail to the address last filed by each 
Commission Member with the City Clerk, or left at the Commission Member’s usual place of residence 
or business. The regularity or validity of any proceedings, taken at any special meeting at which a 
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majority of members of the City Commission and the Manager is present, shall not be questioned on 
account of any omission or irregularity in calling such special meeting. 

 The public shall be properly noticed as required under state law. 

Section 3-11. – Required vote for City Commission action. 

 The affirmative vote of three members of the City Commission shall be necessary to adopt 
ordinances and resolutions. The vote on all ordinances and resolutions shall be taken by yeas or nays 
and entered in the minutes kept by the City Clerk or his or her designee. No other action of the City 
Commission shall be valid or binding unless adopted by the affirmative vote of a majority of a quorum 
present. No Commission Member shall be excused from voting, except on matters involving the 
consideration of his or her own official conduct or when his or her financial interests are involved.  

The majority of the City Commission must be physically present to constitute a quorum. A lesser 
number may adjourn from time to time and compel the attendance of absent members in such a 
manner and under such penalties as may be prescribed by ordinance. 

Section 3-12. – Committees. 

 The City Commission shall provide by ordinance or resolution for such standing and ad hoc 
committees as they deem necessary, fixing the number of members that shall compose each respective 
committee, and prescribing their responsibilities and duties. 

Section 3-13. – Interference with appointment of employees or City officers. 

1. Appointments and removals.  Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, neither the City 
Commission nor any of its members shall in any manner dictate the appointment or removal of any City 
officers or employees whom the Manager or his or her subordinates are empowered to appoint. 
However, the City Commissioner may express its views and fully and freely discuss with the Manager 
anything pertaining to appointment and removal of such officers and employees. 

2. Interference with administration.  Except for the purpose of inquiries and investigations, the 
Mayor-Commissioner and the Commission Members shall deal with City officers and employees who are 
subject to the direction and supervision of the Manager solely through the Manager, and neither the 
Mayor-Commissioner nor the Commission Members shall give orders to any such officer or employee, 
either publicly or privately, except as provided herein. Nothing in the foregoing is to be construed to 
prohibit the Mayor-Commissioner or Commission Members from closely scrutinizing, by questions 
directed to the Manager and personal observation, all aspects of City operations so as to obtain 
independent information to assist in the formulation of sound policies to be considered by the City 
Commission. It is the express intent of this Charter, however, that recommendations for improvement in 
City operations by the Mayor-Commissioner and individual Commission Members be made to and 
through the Manager, so that he or she may coordinate the efforts of each department to achieve the 
greatest possible savings through the most efficient and sound means available. Nothing in the 
foregoing will preclude any Commission Member from giving an order to any City officer or employee 
who is in the process of performing an act which is in violation of this Charter, municipal ordinance or 
policy, state law, or in such a manner as to endanger life or property. 

3. Holding another office.  No former Commission Member shall hold any compensated 
appointive City office or employment until one year after the expiration of the term for which he or she 
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was elected. No individual may qualify as a candidate for public office who holds another elective or 
appointive office, whether state, county, or municipal, the term of which or any part thereof runs 
concurrently with the term of office for which he or she seeks to qualify without resigning from such 
office not less than ten (10) days prior to the first day of qualifying for the office he or she intends to 
seek. Said resignation shall be effective no later than the date upon which he or she would assume 
office, if elected to the office to which he or she seeks to qualify, the expiration date of the term of the 
office which he or she presently holds, or the General Election day at which his or her successor is 
elected, whichever occurs earliest. 

Section 3-14. – Ordinances and resolutions. 

 Ordinances and resolutions shall be enacted as provided by general law. 

Section 3-15. – Records of ordinances and resolutions. 

1. Codification of ordinances.  The City Commission shall keep a properly indexed book to 
provide for the authentication and recording in full of all ordinances adopted by the City Commission, 
and the same shall at all times be a public record. The City Commission shall further maintain a current 
codification of all ordinances. Such codification shall be printed and be made available to the public. 

2. Record of resolutions.  Every resolution shall upon its final passage be kept in a properly 
indexed resolution book and shall be authenticated by the signature of the presiding officer and the City 
Clerk. The record shall be verified with the resolution passed. After any resolution has been copied into 
the resolution book and authenticated by the signature of the presiding officer and the City Clerk, such 
copy shall be the official resolution, and certified copies of same may be obtained upon request. 

3. Minutes of meetings.  The City Commission shall keep minutes of all meetings in accordance 
with state law. 

4. Execution of ordinances and resolutions.  All ordinances or resolutions of the City 
Commission shall be signed by the Mayor-Commissioner or in the Mayor-Commissioner's absence, by 
the Mayor-Commissioner pro tem, or in the absence of both, by the Acting Mayor-Commissioner, and 
attested to by the City Clerk. A copy of any ordinance or resolution therefrom, certified by the City Clerk 
under the seal of the City, shall be received in evidence in any court of the State of Florida. 

Section 3-16. – Certified copies of official documents admissible in evidence. 

 Certified copies of the records, papers, and books of the City and the City officials shall be 
admissible in evidence in all courts when certified by the lawful custodian of same and attested by said 
custodian under seal of the City. 

Section 3-17. – Oath of office. 

 Every officer of the City shall, before entering upon the duties of his or her office, take and 
subscribe to an oath or affirmation to be filed and kept in the office of the City Clerk. Such oath shall be 
in the form prescribed for state officers by the Constitution of the State. 

ARTICLE IV. – ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS 

Section 4-1. – Officers. 
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1. City Manager.  There shall be a City Manager (“Manager”), who shall be the administrative 
officer of the City. The Manager shall be responsible to the City Commission for the administration of all 
City affairs placed in his or her charge by or under this Charter. 

2. Police Chief.  There shall be a Police Chief who shall be designated as the chief law 
enforcement officer of the City and shall be responsible to the Manager. The Police Chief shall be 
appointed by the City Commission upon recommendation of the Manager and shall serve under the 
direction and supervision of the Manager. The City Commission may, at its discretion, enter into a 
contract with a third party for the provision of law enforcement services. Where the City Commission 
enters into a contract with a third party, there shall be no need for a Police Chief. 

3. Limitation.  The offices of the Manager and Police Chief shall not be combined. 

4. City Clerk. There shall be a City Clerk appointed by the Manager subject to City Commission 
approval, who shall keep the minutes and shall be records custodian.  

5. City Attorney.  The City Commission may employ an attorney or attorneys from time to time, 
or by the year, to perform such legal services as the City Commission may authorize, designate, and pay 
such attorney for services rendered. 

Section 4-2. – City Manager: appointment; qualifications; compensation.  

 The City Commission may appoint a Manager who shall be the administrative head of the City 
government, under the direction and supervision of the City Commission, and who shall hold office at 
the pleasure of the City Commission. He or she shall receive such compensation as the City Commission 
may set by resolution or contract. He or she shall be chosen solely on the basis of his or her executive 
and administrative qualifications, without regard to his or her political belief, and shall be over the age 
of 21 years. The City Commission shall have discretion to require that the Manager reside within the City 
during his or her term of office, but he or she need not be a resident of the city, county, or state at the 
time of his or her appointment. 

Section 4-3. – Acting City Manager. 

 During the absence or disability of the Manager, the City Commission may by resolution 
designate a person with sufficient experience and training to temporarily execute and undertake the 
executive functions and administrative duties of the office of City Manager. The person thus designated 
shall have the same powers and duties as the Manager, and shall be known while so serving as "Acting 
City Manager.” 

Section 4-4. – Removal. 

 The Manager or Acting City Manager may be removed by the City Commission at any time. 
However, if removed at any time after having served six months, the Manager may be removed only by 
the passage of a resolution, designating such removal. The City Commission may suspend him or her 
from office pending such removal; such suspension may last up to 90 days unless extended by further 
action of the City Commission. There shall be no appeal by the Manager from the City Commission's 
action to remove the Manager and the action of the City Commission shall be final and conclusive. The 
Manager is deemed to have knowledge of this provision of the Charter at the time of his or her 
employment and such provision shall be construed as a part of his or her contract of employment, if not 
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specifically included in the contract. The City Commission may provide for additional or alternative 
removal provisions in any contract entered into by the City Commission and the Manager. 

Section 4-5. – Manager: powers and duties. 

 The Manager shall: 

1. Appoint, and when he or she deems it necessary for the good of the City, suspend or 
remove City employees, heads of department, and appointive administrative officers provided for, by, 
or under this Charter, except as otherwise provided by law or personnel rules adopted pursuant to this 
Charter. The Manager may authorize any administrative officer who is subject to his or her direction and 
supervision to exercise any and all necessary powers with respect to subordinates in that department 
head’s or officer's department, office, or agency; 

2. Direct and supervise the administration of all departments, offices, and agencies of the City, 
except as otherwise provided by this Charter or by law. With the consent of the City Commission, the 
Manager may serve as the head of one or more departments, offices, or agencies or may appoint one 
person as the head of two (2) or more such departments, offices, or agencies; 

3. Attend all City Commission meetings and shall have the right to participate in the 
discussions of the City Commission but may not vote; 

4. Ensure that all laws, ordinances, provisions of this Charter, and acts of the City Commission, 
subject to enforcement by him or her, or by officers subject to his or her direction and supervision, are 
faithfully executed; 

5. Prepare and submit the annual budget and capital program for all departments of the City 
to the City Commission; 

6. Submit to the City Commission and make available to the public a complete report on the 
finances and administrative activities of the City as of the end of each fiscal year; 

7. Make such other reports as the City Commission may require concerning the operations of 
City departments, offices, and agencies subject to his or her direction and supervision; 

8. Keep the City Commission fully advised as to the financial condition and future needs of the 
City and make such recommendations to the City Commission concerning the affairs of the City as he or 
she deems desirable, or as directed by the City Commission; 

9. Sign contracts on behalf of the City pursuant to City Commission directive, if signature by 
the Mayor-Commissioner is impractical under the circumstances; and 

10. Perform such other duties as are specified in this Charter or may be required by the City 
Commission. 

Section 4-6. – City Attorney: qualifications; residency; powers; duties. 

 The City Attorney shall be the chief legal advisor of the City. At the discretion of the City 
Commission, the City Attorney may either be retained in-house or be independently retained under 
contract. 
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1. Qualifications.  The City Attorney shall be a member of the Florida Bar and in good standing 
with the Florida Bar. 

2. Residency.  If retained in-house, the City Attorney shall, within six (6) months of such 
appointment, establish and maintain residency within the corporate limits of the City. Upon request of 
the City Attorney, this six-month period may be extended by the City Commission for an additional 
six-month period. If City Attorney services are independently contracted, such attorney need not be a 
resident of the City. 

3. Powers and duties.  The City Attorney: 

a. Shall serve as chief legal advisor to the City Commission, the City Manager, and all 
City departments, offices, City advisory boards, Commission-appointed committees, and 
agencies. 

b. If in-house, the City Attorney shall have the discretion to appoint, suspend, or 
remove such assistant attorneys as may be required. The remainder of the staff of the office of 
City Attorney shall be employees of the City, appointed, suspended, or removed under the 
regular personnel policies and procedures of the City. If City Attorney services are contracted, 
the Manager may appoint, suspend, or remove any in-house assistant attorneys as may be 
required. 

c. The City Attorney or designee is required to attend all City Commission meetings 
unless excused by the City Commission. Further, the City Attorney shall perform such other 
professional duties as may be required by law or by the City Commission in furtherance of the 
law. The City Attorney may represent the City in all legal proceedings. 

4. The City Commission may remove the City Attorney for any reason with good cause shown, 
by a majority vote of its total membership, at any properly noticed regularly scheduled or special 
meeting. 

Section 4-7. – Police Chief: powers and duties. 

1. The Police Chief shall be the chief law enforcement officer of the City and shall aid in the 
enforcement of order in the City. He or she shall perform such duties appropriate to his or her office as 
may be imposed upon him or her by the law, the ordinances of the City, the direction of the Manager, or 
the City Commission. 

2. He or she shall be head of the police department and charged with the responsibility of 
supervising and directing the enforcement of all state and local laws and ordinances applicable to the 
City, except when the City Commission has entered into a contract with a third party to provide such 
services. 

3. The Police Chief shall perform such other duties that are specified by the Manager. 

4. The Police Chief shall attend in-person or by deputy all meetings of the City Commission. 

5. The City Commission shall have discretion to require that the Police Chief reside within the 
City during his or her term of office, but he or she need not be a resident of the city, county, or state at 
the time of his or her appointment. 
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Section 4-8. – City Clerk: powers and duties. 

 The City Clerk shall be head of the department of records and custodian of all official records of 
the City, be responsible to the City Commission for the proper administration of all affairs concerning 
the records of the City placed under the City Clerk’s authority under this Charter, and shall: 

1. Serve as Clerk to the City Commission and recorder of all its official actions, including, but 
not limited to, keeping minutes of its proceedings; 

2. Attest all bonds, contracts, and other instruments on behalf of the City; 

3. Maintain all documents and records in the custody of the Clerk in accordance with Florida 
law and authenticate documents of the City where required and be custodian of the City seal; and 

4. Administer oaths required or authorized under any state law, ordinance, or this Charter. 

 Additionally, the City Clerk may act as the Chief Financial Officer of the City. The City Clerk shall 
also perform such other duties as prescribed by law or by this Charter or by any ordinances of the City or 
by direction of the City Commission or the Manager. 

Section 4-9. – Compensation of officers and employees. 

 The City Commission shall by resolution or contract set the compensation of the Manager, 
Police Chief, and City Attorney. The Manager, with the approval of the City Commission, shall fix the 
compensation and rate of pay of all other officers and employees of the City. 

ARTICLE V. – ELECTIONS 

Section 5-1. – Initiative and Referendum. 

 Initiative and Referendum issues shall be governed by applicable state law. 

Section 5-2. – Nonpartisan elections. 

 All qualifications and elections for the office of City Commissioner shall be conducted on a 
nonpartisan basis without regard for or designation of political party affiliation of any nominee or any 
nomination petition or ballot. 

Section 5-3. – Qualifications for City Commissioners. 

1. To be eligible to hold the office of City Commissioner or Mayor-Commissioner of the City or 
to qualify for nomination of election as such, the candidate shall be a bona fide resident of the City, the 
State of Florida, and a citizen of the United States of America and shall be duly qualified to vote at each 
respective city, state, and national election and shall be otherwise qualified as is provided in this Charter 
and shall hold no other public elective office. Candidates for nomination or election for the office of City 
Commissioner or Mayor-Commissioner shall comply with all the rules and regulations set out in this 
Charter as to their conduct. Any City Commissioner who shall cease to possess the qualifications 
required herein shall forthwith forfeit his or her office. 

2. Unless the City Commission has voted to authorize the Supervisor of Elections to provide 
qualifying for candidates, candidates for City Commission shall qualify as candidates upon application to 
the City Clerk, in conformity with the state law and ordinances pursuant thereto. If the City Commission 
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has authorized the Supervisor of Elections to provide qualifying for candidates, the candidate shall 
qualify upon application to the Supervisor of Elections. Qualifications shall occur at the same time as 
qualification for the state general election and shall be pursuant to state law. 

3. No candidate for the office of City Commissioner shall promise any money, office 
employment, or other thing of value to secure a nomination or election or any vote therein. A violation 
of this provision shall disqualify the candidate from holding the office if elected, and the person 
receiving the next highest number of votes, who has observed the foregoing conditions, shall be entitled 
to the office. 

Section 5-4. – Election procedure.  

All elections shall be held and conducted in accordance with the provisions of state law and 
changes therein and future amendments thereto except as otherwise provided by this Charter or by the 
present or future ordinances of the City. 

Every elector shall be entitled to vote for one candidate for each City Commission seat up for 
election. The candidate for each seat receiving the highest number of votes cast shall be declared 
elected. 

If necessary, the City Commission may, by ordinance, further prescribe the method and manner 
of holding all elections in the City and may enter into agreements with the Sumter County Supervisor of 
Elections. The Supervisor of Elections may conduct and oversee a city-wide election in accordance with 
applicable Florida Statutes.  

Unless otherwise dictated by ordinance of the City Commission, elections involving multiple 
candidates (when two (2) or more person qualify as candidates for the office of any of the designated 
seats of the City commission) or single candidates (where only one person qualifies as a candidate for 
the office of any of the a designated seats of the City Commission) shall be handled in accordance with 
state law.   

In the event no candidates qualify, the procedure in Section 3-7(5) of Article III will be followed. 

Section 5-5. – Schedule of regular elections. 

 The regular City election shall be the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each 
even-numbered year. Such City elections shall be general City elections. 

1. An election to fill a vacant City Commission seat, when there is more than half of the term 
remaining, shall be held during the next regularly scheduled election, as outlined in Section 3-7(5)(b) of 
Article III. Such election shall be for the remaining two (2) years of the original term. 

2. An election to fill a vacant City Commission seat, when there is less than half of the term 
remaining, shall be filled at the next regularly scheduled election, as outlined in Section 3-7(5)(c) of 
Article III. Such election shall be for a four (4) year term. 

3. Schedule for special elections. 

a. A special election for a vacant position of Mayor-Commissioner shall be called 
within thirty (30) days and the City Commission shall, by resolution, fix the time for holding of 
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such election, as outlined in Section 3-7(5)(a) of Article III. Such special election for Mayor-
Commissioner shall be for the remainder of the vacant term. 

b. All other special municipal elections shall be held in the same manner as regular 
elections and the City Commission shall, by resolution, fix the time for holding of such elections. 

Section 5-6. – Registration of electors. 

 Any person who is a resident of the City and has resided in the City for a period of ninety (90) 
days, who has qualified as an elector of this state, and who registers in the manner prescribed by law 
shall be an elector of the City. 

Section 5-7. – Canvassing and qualification. 

1. Unless a majority of the City Commission votes to utilize the Supervisor of Elections for 
qualifying of candidates and conducting the election and the county canvassing board for canvassing the 
election, the City Commission shall conduct the election and shall have the authority to determine the 
qualification of its members, subject to review by the courts. 

2. If the City Commission has not authorized the county canvassing board to canvass the 
election, at the time that the City Commission meets to canvass the results of any election, any 
registered elector of the City shall be entitled to file with the City Commission an affidavit setting out the 
facts showing that a candidate has violated the provisions of this Charter as to the manner of his or her 
election, or is otherwise unqualified to hold office, and the City Commission shall take proof at such 
meeting and declare the results. 

3. The City Commission may by ordinance authorize the Supervisor of Elections to provide for 
qualifying of candidates and conduct the election and for the county canvassing board to canvass the 
election. If the City Commission provides the Supervisor of Elections and the county canvassing board 
with such authority, then the Supervisor of Elections shall be responsible for the qualifying of candidates 
and conducting the election and the county canvassing board shall canvass the election. Once an 
ordinance is enacted authorizing the transfer of these responsibilities, the Supervisor of Elections and 
the county canvassing board shall retain this authority at all subsequent elections unless the City 
Commission enacts a subsequent ordinance transferring such responsibility back to the City. Any such 
ordinance must be enacted and provided to the Supervisor of Elections and county canvassing board at 
least one year prior to the next general election. 

ARTICLE VI. – FINANCE AND TAXATION 

Section 6-1. – Fiscal year; annual audit; quarterly reports. 

 The City's fiscal year shall begin on October 1st of each calendar year and end on September 30th 
of each calendar year. An annual audit report proposed in compliance with state law shall be provided 
to the City Commission after the close of the fiscal year. The Manager shall provide revenue and 
expenditure analysis reports at least quarterly to the City Commission. 

Section 6-2. – Adoption of budget; notice; amount of millage. 

 The City Commission shall follow state law in setting millage rates and adopting an annual 
budget. The City Commission shall, by resolution, adopt a budget on or before September 30th of each 
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year.  The City Commission shall comply with the requirements of state law for notice and public 
hearings related to the adoption of the annual budget. 

Section 6-3. – Authority of City to levy taxes. 

 The City Commission shall have the power to raise such a sum of money by taxation and levy 
upon the taxable property in the City such a millage or tax as it shall determine to be necessary for the 
annual budget subject to any limitations of state law. 

Section 6-4. – Property which is taxable. 

 All property, real and personal, in the City not expressly exempt by state law shall be subject to 
taxation by the City. 

Section 6-5. – Budget changes. 

 After the adoption of the annual budget, the City Commission shall have the power to 
reappropriate to any municipal purpose any funds not needed for the purpose originally appropriated or 
to appropriate any unappropriated surplus to any municipal purpose. 

Section 6-6. – Unencumbered balance to revert to fund; expenditure of money to comply with budget. 

 At the close of each fiscal year, the unencumbered balance of each appropriation of funds shall 
revert to the respective fund from which it was appropriated and shall be subject to future 
appropriation, except that special funds shall remain intact. No money shall be drawn from the 
depository of the City, nor shall any obligation for the expenditure of any money be incurred, except 
pursuant to the appropriation made by the City Commission. 

Section 6-7. – Authority to borrow. 

 The City Commission shall have the authority to borrow money, contract loans, and issue bonds 
as defined by state law to finance the undertaking of any capital or other project for the purposes 
permitted by state law and this Charter. 

Section 6-8. – Authority of City to issue bonds generally. 

 The City is authorized to issue bonds of said City of such form and denomination, bearing such 
rate of interest and becoming due in such time and upon such conditions as may be determined, in an 
amount not exceeding in the aggregate percentage of the assessed valuation of the taxable property in 
the City at the time of issue allowable by state law, for any purpose, such powers include, but are not 
limited to: 

1. Issuance of general obligation bonds.  The City shall issue general obligation bonds in 
conformity with state law. 

2. Issuance of revenue bonds.  The City Commission shall have the power to provide by 
resolution for the issuance and sale of revenue bonds and certificates in compliance with state law to 
provide funding for any lawful municipal purpose. 

3. Special assessments for local improvements authorized.  The City, by its City Commission, 
shall have power and authority to cause local improvements to be constricted, wholly or in part, at the 
cost of the property owners benefited thereby, by levying and collecting special assessments in a 
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manner consistent with state law for any such improvements as are allowable by state law or are not 
precluded by state law. 

ARTICLE VII. – FRANCHISES AND PUBLIC UTILITIES 

Section 7-1. – Authority to grant franchises; limitations. 

1. The City shall have power to grant or lease the right to use the streets, highways, alleys, 
public grounds or buildings, and to grant franchises, to any private person, persons, firm or corporation, 
provided that no exclusive franchise or renewal shall ever be granted. 

2. No such grant or lease or franchise or renewal thereof shall be transferable except with the 
express approval of the City Commission by ordinance. 

3. A copy of all transfers and mortgages or other documents affecting the title to the use of the 
grants, renewals, leases, or franchises provided herein shall be filed with the City Clerk within ten (10) 
days after the execution thereof. 

4. No franchise given by the City shall authorize the licensee to damage, destroy, or interfere 
with any trees, shrubs, or other plants on said streets, parks, and public grounds. The licensee shall 
secure such permission from the City Commission in the form of a resolution upon the submitted 
petition of the licensee. All such grants or renewals shall be made as hereinafter provided. 

5. No grant or lease or renewal to the right to use the streets, highways, alleys, public grounds, 
or buildings of the City shall in any event be for a longer period of time than thirty (30) years. 

Section 7-2. – Franchises for public utilities generally. 

1. The City shall have power to grant franchises for public utilities subject to the provisions of 
subsection (2). 

2. No ordinance granting a franchise for public utilities shall become a law or become effective 
in any way unless the same be passed by a vote of four-fifths of all members of the City Commission. 

3. Nothing in such grant or renewal shall prevent the City from acquiring the property by 
condemnation proceedings or in any other lawful manner under applicable state law when deemed by 
the City Commission for the best interest of the City or the public. 

4. The right at all times to control the appropriation or distribution of space in, over, across, or 
under any street, alley, public ground, waterfront, riparian property, or submerged lands, occupied by 
any public utility, shall remain in the City Commission. All rights granted for the construction and 
operation of public utilities shall be subject to the continuing right of the City Commission to require 
such reconstruction, relocation, change, or discontinuance of the lines, equipment, and appliances used 
by the utility as shall be necessary or desirable for the best interest of the City and the public welfare. 

5. No consent of the owner of any property abutting the street, alley, park, public ground, or 
waterfront shall be necessary in order to perfect the rights granted by the franchise or any renewal, as 
provided in this section, but the franchise itself shall be sufficient, provided that no liability shall accrue 
against the City in the event such public utility is of such character that its construction or operation will 
cause, or work, any additional burden or detriment to the property rights of the owners of abutting 
property. 
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Section 7-3. – Terms and conditions of public utility franchises. 

1. All grants, renewals, extensions, or amendments of public utility franchises, whether it be so 
provided in the ordinance or not, shall be subject to the following rights of the City: 

a. To repeal the same by ordinance at any time for misuse, nonuse, or failure to begin 
construction within the time prescribed, or otherwise to comply with the terms prescribed. 

b. To require proper and adequate extension of plant and service, and the 
maintenance of the plant and fixtures at the highest practicable standard of efficiency. 

c. To establish reasonable standards of service and quality of products and prevent 
unjust discrimination in service or rates. 

d. To prescribe the form of the accounts and, at any time, to examine and audit the 
accounts and other records of any such utility. However, if a public service commission or any 
other authority shall be given the power by law to prescribe the form of accounts for public 
utilities throughout the state, the form so prescribed shall be controlling so far as they go.  
Nevertheless, the City Commission may prescribe more detailed forms for the utilities within its 
jurisdiction. 

e. To impose such other regulations as may be conducive to the safety, welfare, and 
accommodation of the public. 

2. Nothing in this Charter with reference to regulation or control of rates or service, or the 
extension of plant or the keeping of records and accounts, or the rendering of reports, shall apply to any 
public utilities, the rates or services of which are by law placed under the jurisdiction of the state public 
service commission or federal agency except as provided by law. 

3. Every public utility franchise hereafter granted shall be subject to all the terms and 
conditions of this Charter, whether or not such terms are specifically mentioned in the franchise. 

4. Nothing in this Charter shall operate to limit in any way, except as specifically stated, the 
discretion of the City Commission or the electors of the City in imposing terms and conditions in 
connection with any franchise grant. 

Section 7-4. – Compilation of record of public utilities fixtures. 

 The City shall compile and maintain a public record of all public utility fixtures in the streets and 
other public places of the City. 

Section 7-5. – Municipally-owned utilities. 

 The City shall have power to: 

1. Purchase, hire, construct, own, maintain, operate, or lease local public utilities, including, 
but not limited to, buses, transportation systems, electric light, water, wastewater, stormwater, and all 
other manner of utilities. 

2. Sell the services of such utilities to consumers both within and without the limits of the City. 

3. Provide and perform all such utility services as are authorized by state and federal law. 
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Section 7-6. – Rates. 

 The City shall have authority to establish, impose, and enforce rates and charges for electricity, 
water, wastewater, and all other public utilities or other service or conveniences operated, rendered, or 
furnished by the City or by any other person. These regulations shall in no manner interfere with 
regulations prescribed by the state public service commission or any other state or federal governing 
board or commission duly organized and functioning by virtue of federal or state law. 

Section 7-7. – Rules and rate as to conduits. 

 The City shall have authority to require the placing of all electric wires, cable, and telephone  
wires in conduits underground and prescribe rules and regulations for the construction and use of said 
conduits and to enforce compliance therewith, and in case of failure or refusal of the public utilities 
companies to place such cables or wires underground and comply with the rules and regulations 
thereof, to construct such conduits and place the cables or wires underground and maintain a lien 
against the franchise and property of such companies. This section shall not apply to public utilities that 
are regulated by the state public service commission or other federal board or agency except as 
provided by general law. 

ARTICLE VIII. – GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 8-1. – General provisions. 

1. Charter amendment.  This Charter may be amended in accordance with the provisions of the 
Municipal Home Rule Powers Act, Chapter 166, Florida Statutes, as the same may be amended from 
time to time, or as may otherwise be provided by state law. The form, content, and certification of any 
petition to amend shall be established by ordinance. 

2. Charter review: schedule; Charter Review Committee. 

a. Schedule.  The Charter shall be reviewed at least once every ten (10) years. 

b. Charter Review Committee.  A Charter Review Committee shall be appointed. Each 
Commission Member shall appoint one member from the City, and the Mayor-Commissioner 
shall appoint one member. If any Commission Member fails to appoint a member, the Manager 
shall be empowered to appoint a member in his or her discretion. The City Commission shall 
provide support to the committee in order to help it achieve its goals. The Charter Review 
Committee shall be appointed at least one year before the next scheduled general election and 
complete its work and present any recommendations for change no later than sixty (60) days 
before the deadline set by the Supervisor of Elections to have a referendum placed on the ballot 
of the general election. The City Commission shall hold a minimum of two (2) public hearings on 
the proposed changes to the Charter prior to placing the proposed changes on the scheduled 
general election ballot. At its discretion, the City Commission may hold a special election with 
respect to any proposed changes in lieu of the general election. 

3. Initiative and referendum.  At least twenty-five (25) percent of the qualified electorate of 
the City shall have the power to petition the City Commission to propose an ordinance or to require 
reconsideration of an adopted ordinance, or to propose an amendment to this Charter.  If the City 
Commission fails to adopt such ordinance or amendment so proposed, or to repeal such adopted 
ordinance, without any change in substance, then the City Commission shall place the proposed 
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ordinance or amendment, or the repeal of the adopted ordinance, on the ballot at the next general 
election. 

Section 8-2. – General laws applicable. 

 All state law applicable to municipal corporations, now existing or which may hereafter be 
enacted, and which are not in conflict with the provisions of this Charter or the ordinances or 
resolutions now in force or hereafter enacted by the City Commission, shall be applicable to this City. 
However, nothing contained in this Charter shall be construed as limiting the power of the City 
Commission to enact any ordinance or resolution not in conflict with the laws or constitutions of this 
state and of the United States, or with the express provisions of this Charter. 

Section 8-3. – Saving clause. 

 The provisions of this Charter are severable, and if any section, part of a section, paragraph, 
sentence, or clause of this Charter shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, 
such decision shall not affect the validity of any other portion thereof, but shall be restricted and limited 
in its operation and effect to that specific portion hereof involved in the controversy in which such 
decision shall have been rendered. Upon a determination by a court of competent jurisdiction that a 
portion of this Charter is void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, all remaining portions shall remain in 
full force and effect. 

ARTICLE IX. – TRANSITION SCHEDULE 

Section 9-1. – Continuation of former Charter provisions. 

 All provisions of the former Charter of the City of Wildwood, as amended by special law or 
otherwise which are not embraced herein and which are not inconsistent with this Charter, shall 
become ordinances of the City subject to modification or repeal in the same manner as other ordinances 
of the City. 

Section 9-2. – Ordinances preserved. 

 All ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations lawfully passed and now in force in effect 
upon the adoption of this Charter, to the extent not inconsistent with it, shall remain in force until 
repealed or changed as provided herein. 

Section 9-3. – Obligations of contracts preserved. 

 No debt or contract of the municipality, including bonds heretofore issued, shall be impaired or 
voided by the modification of this Charter. 

Section 9-4. – Rights of officers and employees. 

 Nothing in this Charter except as otherwise specifically provided shall affect or impair the rights 
or privileges of persons who are City officers or employees at the time of adoption. Elected or appointed 
officers shall continue to hold their offices and discharge the duties thereof as provided for in this 
Charter. 

Section 9-5. – Pending matters. 
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 All rights, claims, actions, orders, contracts, and legal or administrative proceedings involving 
the City shall continue except as modified pursuant to the provisions of this Charter. 

Section 9-6. – Schedule. 

 Time of taking full effect.  This Charter shall be in full effect for all purposes when approved by a 
majority of the electors and certified by the City Commission as prescribed by state law. After this 
certification the first order of business of the City Commission shall be to reorganize under the 
provisions of this Charter. 

Section 9-7. – Effective date. 

 This Charter shall become effective as of 12:01 a.m. on the day following the City Commission’s 
canvass of the referendum results. 
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